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Volunteer for Young Carers Western Cape Study
Children who act as young carers for their AIDS- sick parents or guardians are highly vulnerable; however, we know very little about this group of children.  It is very important that we find out how many young carers there are and how being a young carer may influence children’s health, education, and life-chances. We also need to know what factors are causing problems for these young carers, so that this information can be used to help design government policy and programming.  The Young Carers project is a collaboration between Oxford University and the South African government, with the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal, the University of Witwatersrand and the University of Cape Town – www.youngcarers.org.za. The Western Cape project  is looking for an enthusiastic and motivated Volunteer to help us with running fieldwork, and be part of interviewing 6000 children across South Africa.  This would be a fantastic opportunity to gain hands-on experience in working in the context of a large international research collaboration.  This is not a salaried position; however, a monthly stipend of R3000 will be provided.    

The Volunteer will liaise with the Project Manager and help coordinate and manage a team of four Research Assistants and two Data Enterers. Specific tasks may include: field visits to staff at research sites; school visits and liaison; arranging referrals to social services and other NGOs; liaising with researchers in KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga, and Oxford; checking data quality; liaising with local Municipalities to obtain information on sampling areas; and monitoring GPS equipment. Volunteers also work in Community engagement and with schools, clinics and other services for vulnerable children. 

Where: Cape Town and Grabouw (about 50 km from Cape Town)

When: Starting July 2010 – Dec 2010 (can be longer)

You need to be: Enthusiastic, tenacious, enjoy working with children and communities, able to drive a manual car

You will get: Incredible experience on an innovative research project in South Africa, lots of responsibility, to be part of something which will change policy for AIDS-affected children.

If you are interested in being part of this project, please complete the attached application form and email it (with a copy of your CV) to: mark.boyes@socres.ox.ac.uk 
Dr Lucie Cluver
University Lecturer                                          
Cape Town Child Welfare Society
Dept of Social Policy & Social Work              
PO Box 374, Gatesville
Oxford University, England OX1 2ER            
Cape Town, South Africa 7766
+44 1865 270325                                             
+27 82 650 5815
lucie.cluver@socres.ox.ac.uk 
Application Form: 
Name:









Contact Details:











_______ ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

1) Why are you interested in doing this type of work? 

__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

2) Would you be able to do this type of work (and what relevant experience do you have?) 


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

3) Have you done any similar work before? Please explain what you did, if you did.


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

4) What qualities and skills do you think you can bring to the project?


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________

